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I  I,  SX10334  I.'pj or  Dougin e  John  MeBAIN  of  Army  Headquarters, 
Melbourne,  make  oath  and  say: 


1.  I  am  an  officer  of  the  Austrrlian  Military  forces. 

2.  Annexed  hereto  and  marked  Exhibit  * B 1  is  a  true  copy  of 
31/51  Austo  Inf.  En  (AVI.F.)  Nauru-Ocean  Island  Force, 
Investigation^  relating  to  fate  of  Europeans  on  Ocean 
Island  made  on  19  Oct.  1945  which  I  have  in  my  custody 
in  the  course  of  my  duties. 

2.  The  original  above  mentioned  document  cannot  be  made  available 
immediately  as  it  is  required  for  trials  of  minor  war 
criminals • 

Sworn  before  me  at  MELBOURNE  ) 

this  27th  day  of  May,  1946.  )  (sgd)  DOUGLAS  Lie  BAIN  Major. 

(Sgd)  V/.  BUN  SELL  Capt. 

An  officer  of  the 
Australian  Military  Forces. 

31/51  AUST,  ILF.  BN  (AIF)  SECRET 

NAURU  QChiJ.  ISLAND  FORCE  if  Get,  45, 

Exhibit 

INVESTIGATIONS  I  .ELATING  TO  FATE  OF 
EUROPEANS  ON  0CE;o.  ISLAl.D. 

The-  following  investigation  was  conducted  on  NAURU  ISLAND  at 
the  direction  of  the  Military  Commander  by  questioning  natives  of 
OCEAN  ISLAND  vvhanhad  been  transferred  during  Jap  occupation  of 
both  islands.  The  natives  questioned  were  DAVID  MURDOCK, 
KATANGITANG  and  KIATRA,  OCEAN  ISLAi.DERS,  on  19  Oct.  45. 

On  20  Oct.  45  three  other  witnesses,  NANTA,  CHARLIE  and 
H0T_, ,  were  interrogated. 

# 

DAVID  MUhDOCK,  GILBBRTESE,  STATES:- 

I  left  OCEAN  ISLAi.D  jn  July,  1943.  I  found  the  Japs  to  be 
very  harsh  and  cruel. 

There  were  six  Europeans  on  the  island: 


Mr.  CART.ft.IGKT 
Mr .  MERCER 


Mr. 


COLE 
Mr.  THIRD 
Father  PUJEBET  and 
Catholic  Irother. 
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The  first  four  Eui opeens  were  inprisoned  and  were  moved  about 
various  places  of  ir  .priscnmcnt  . 

Father  PTJJELET  and  the  Brother  were  not  imprisoned. 

They  were  all  treated  harshly.  I  often  saw  Japanese  Officers 
beating  Ur.  CARTWRIGHT,  Hr.  USRCEh  and  lx.  COLE,  but  not  llr. 
THIRD,  with  sticks  and  struck  on  the  face  and  Jaw,  They  wore 
very  thin  and  unhealthy  and  suffering  from  all  the  indignities 
ar.d  lack  of  food.  Ur.  CARTWRIGHT  died  on  Good  Friday  1943  as 
a  result  of  starvation.  He  was  buried  in  the  European  Cemetery 
at  OGIiA,  one  of  the  natives  present  was  SJt/UaJor  RAPE.  The 
grave  was  marked  with  a  stone  pillar.  I  know  where  the  grave  is. 

Hr.  UERCER  died  shortly  after  Ur.  CARTWhIGHT,  probably  a  few 
months.  After  Mr,  CARTY/HTDHT  died  the  Japanese  continued  their 
ill  treatment  of  the  remaining  Europeans.  I  saw  Mr.  MERCER  a 
few  da' s  before  his  death,  but  did  not  speak  to  him.  Other 
natives  and  Japs  told  us  that  Ur,  MERCER  had  died.  I  was  told 
he  was  buried  by  the  Japs  at  TAPIWA. 

A  few  months  later  I  left  for  NAURU  ISLAND,  Prior  to  leaving 
I  was  questioned  by  the  Japs  in  the  Power  House  as  to  the 
whereabouts  of  certain  spare  parts  which  the  BPC  had  buried. 

These  parts  were  essential  to  start  the  Power  House.  I  refused 
to  give  the  information  to  the  Jap  Commander,  DOYAMA,  who  then 
called  in  soldiers,  who  beat  me  with  an  iron  pipe,  and  threatened 
me  with  rifle  and  sword.  I  was  ordered  outside.  I  could  not 
walk,  but  crawled  out.  Mr.  COLE,  who  was  waiting  outside  was 
called  in  and  likewise  questioned.  I  saw  them  beating  Mr.  COLE 
with  the  same  iron  pipe,  l$r  inches  diameter  by  7  feet  long. 

Mr.  COLE's  nose  was  bleeding.  That  ".'as  the  last  time  that  I 
saw  Mi1 .  COLE  . 

Q.  Were  ti.e  other  Europeans  alive,  when  Hr •  MERCER  died, 

A.  Yes,  besides  Mr.  COLE,  there  was  Ur.  THIRD,  who  I  never  saw 
ill  treated  and  appeared  to  be  in  good  health.  Father 
FUJEBET  and  the  brother  (BRUi  i  ELL)  were  on  the  island,  but 
neither  were  imprisoned.  I  did  not  see  the  Clergy  ill 
treated,  although  I  had  heard  of  indignities  against  them. 

Q.  Is  there  any  one  else  on  the  island,  who  knows  what  happened 
to  the  remaining  civilians. 

A.  Yes.  KATALGITARG ,  who  is  at  present  on  KA1JRU  may  know. 

Q.  Were  you  ill  treated  prior  to  the  Incident  you  have  mentioned 
(beating  in  the  Power  House) 
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A.  Yes,  I  was  taken  prisoner  on  the  first  day  and  then  after 
questioning  was  r^etsed. 

Q.  Y/hy  did  they  arrest  you. 

A.  Because  I  was  mistaken  for  a  European,  (Mr*  MURDOCK  is  half- 
castc  and  has  pronounced  European  features). 

Q.  What  questions  were  you  asked. 

A.  Where  was  the  Australian  money,  to  Y/hich  I  replied  I  did 
not  know. 

A  few  months  later  I  was  questioned  again  as  to  the  where¬ 
abouts  of  certain  EPC  machinery.  I  denied  all  knowledge  and 
was  beaten  with  a  stick.  I  was  ordered  not  to  leave  my 
village  at  00MA  and  was  confined  there. 

Q.  Were  you  continually  confined  there. 

4.  Yes,  except  when  under  escort  for  working  parties  did  I  leave 
the  village,  We  wore  engaged  in  digging  trenches,  building 
.-—emplacements  etc. 

r" 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  atrocities  perpetrated  against  other 
natives,  whilst  you  were  there? 

A.  The  Japs  first  landed  in  August,  1942.  About  6  months  after 
they  landed  three  OCEAN  I SL An DEES  -  TAMOA,  TOANIKARAWA  and 
ROBERT  were  beheaded  in  the  native  cemetery  for  stealing. 

All  theiinative  inhabitants  on  the  island  were  ordered  to 
witness  this  execution  and  were  warned  that  a  similar  fate 
awaited  these  v/ho  did  not  attend.  I  did  not  see  the  first 
two,  but  did  see  ROBERT  beheaded.  The  Jap  Commander,  DANURA, 
v/as  present  and  the  executioners  wore  soldiers  NOT  officers. 

Q.  Were  the  natives  tried  before  executions. 

A.  Yes. 

DAVID  I  UR  DOCK  COi  'Til.  HE  as 

About  Ha-  ,  1943,  the  Japs  had  completed  the  construction  of  an 
electric  wire  around  00LA  POINT.  Three  native  prisoners,  named 
KaUEAEA,  EANGAL  and  lAUAKTAKG,  all  Gilbertese,  were  taken  from 
the  native  prison.  These  three  natives  were  dressed  in  military 
uniform  and  taken  to  the  water's  edge,  facing  the  wire,  and  the 
winner  of  the  race  would  gain  first  prize,  which  was  a  trip  to 
KUSAI  in  the  CAROLINES. A (At  this  time  food  was  scarce  on  OCEAN 
and  prospects  at  KUSAI  was  considered  very  bright).  The  natives 
started  the  race  and  as  they  touched  the  wire  they  were 
•  electrocuted* 
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Q,  Do  you  know  the  names  of  any  Japs  witnessing  this  event, 
A.  ilo,  I  will  find  out. 

Q.  What  did  they  do  to  the  native  bodies, 

A.  I  do  not  know, 

Q.  Who  was  the  Jap  Commander  at  this  time, 

A.  DOYAHA 


Q.  Were  there  any  other  atrocities. 

A.  Not  that  I  know  of,  there  may  have  been. 

Q.  Was  Ur.  C  ALT1 /EIGHT  end  hr .  KEhCER  dead  before  this  happened. 

A.  Yes.  Not  long  before. 

Q.  How  did  you  find  conditions  on  NAUHU  compared  to  OCEAN. 

A,  Much  bettor,  although  the  Japs  were  cruel  on  UAULU,  it  was  much 
worse  on  OCEAN,  Beatings  and  severity  v/as  much  more  common, 

Q.  What  v/as  the  name  of  the  boat  you  came  over  in, 

A.  IKUDA  KALU  about  7,000  tons,  Y/e  left  OCEAN  at  1700  hours  one 
day  and  arrived  NAUhU  0400  houts  the  next  morning. 

Q,  Y/hc  were  the  Jap  Commanders  whilst  you  were  on  the  island. 

A.  (1)  DAN UNA  (?  TAHIULA) 

(2)  D0YANA  (?  TOY AKA) 

LIATAKE  2  i/c  ' 

Q.  Did  you  see  ItATAKE  perpetrate  any  cruelties. 

A.  He  may  have,  being  second  in  command, 

^  'Questioning  of  KATAKGITAKG  a  native  of  OCEAi. ,  who  was  brought 
over  to  IiAULU  by  the  Japs,  approximately  Sept.  1943. 

This  native  gave  similar  ansv/ers  to  the  questions  above, 

i  Q.  Wbrcoyou  ever  ir.altre.ated  on  OCEAN  ISLAND. 

A.  Yes,  once  I  went  to  retrieve  a  broken  husk  of  pawpaw  in  front 
/  of  the  No.  1  Jap  Doctor's  dwelling.  Ho  saw  me  and  beat  me 

with  a  hockey  stick.  I  fell  down  after  about  twenty  strokes. 
Three  times  I  fell  down,  receiving  about  60  strokes  in  all. 

Q.  When  did  you  leave  OCEAN , 

A.  About  one  or  two  months  after  BURDOCK 

Q.  Were  the  remaining  four  Europeans  alive  when  you  left. 

A.  The  Father  had  died  before  I  left.  I  do  not  know  whether  Ur, 
COLE  or  hr.  TLILD  were  alive  cr  not.  The  Brother  was  alive. 

Q.  How  did  the  Father  die. 

A.  I  heard  from  the  Brother  that  Father  PUJELET  who  v/as  quite 
well  and  not  sick  had  been  taken  to  the  hospital  and  operated 
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on  in  the  stomach.  He  was  not  seen  again,  The  Brother  told  us 
that  the  Japs  ''ad  kilied  the  Father. 

Q.  Do  you  lenow  where  Father  FUJRBET  is  buried. 

A.  No. 

A .  Can  you  remember  exact  date  when  the  Father  died. 

A.  Ko,  a  few  weeks  before  I  left. 

Q,  Did  any  further  OCEAN  ISLAMDEhS  come  over  after  you  left, 

A,  No.  our  ship  was  the  lest,  about  forty  of  us.  It  was  a  big 

ship  • 

Q.  And  who  were  the  remaining  Europeans. 

A.  Mr.  COLE  and  the  Brother  I  saw.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  THIRD, 

Q,  When  was  the  last  time  you  saw  Mr.  THIRD, 

A,  About  three  months  before  I  left, 

Q,  Did  you  over  see  Mr.  THIRD  ill  treated. 

A ,  No . 

i  Q,  Did  you  see  the  other  Europeans  being  ill  treated, 

A.  I  saw  Mr.  COLE,  being  bcattn  and  the  others  forced  to  do  hard 
1  1  labour • 


Q.  Do  you  know  the  names  of  any  Japs,  who  committed  any  cruelties, 

A.  Mo,  I  don't  know  their  names,  they  were  all  cruel.  The  name 
of  the  officer,  who  took  the  Father  away  was  KOTSUA, 

Q.  When  was  the  last  time  you  spoke  to  the  Father. 

A.  About  a  week  before  he  was  taken  away.  Ho  told  me  that  this 
officer  KOI SUA  was  continually  pestering  him,  calling  in  at 
his  house,  searching  through  the  trunks  and  rooms  and  often 
spitting  in  his  face. 

% 

Q.  What  actually  did  the  Brother  tell  you, 

A,  He  said  that  the  Father  had  died,  and  he  thought  that  he  had 
leen  murdered. 

Q.  What  did  KCT6UA  do. 

A.  I  do  not  knew.  He  wore  two  start, 

Q.  How  many  natives  remained  on  the  island  after  you  loft. 

A.  About  50  to  60  married,  160  single.  V/e  were  told  that  the 
50  married  families  were  to  go  to  the  CAROLINES,  whilst  the 
160  single  were  to  remain.  V/e  were  told  they  were  going  away 
for  a  week  after  we  left. 
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ihis  is  the  document  marked  Exhibit  'B1  referred  to  in  the. 
affidavit  of  SX10334,  liaj.  D.  J,  MeBain,  AHQ,  sworn  before 
me  this  27th  day  of  Kay,  1946,  as  being  produced  and  shown  to 
him  at  this  time  of  his  swearing  his  said  affidavit. 

( signed)  VV.  BUNSELL,  Capt. 
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